LOS Augeies gimes

THURSDAY
AUGUST 16, 2001

Updates Don’t Sink G]]hgan s’ Inane Spirit

Theater Review

By PHILIP BRANDES
SPECIALTO THETIMES

¢ illigan, do you think
G there's a reason we were
both shipwrecked on
the same island?” suggestively
coos perky Melissa Fahn's Mary
Ann. "Sure,” comes the deadpan
reply from Grant Rosen as the is-
land idiot savant. “We were both
on the same boat.”

Vintage groaners like |hese en-
sure boatloads of nostalgic appeal
for fans of America's famous sit-
com castaways as "Gilligan's Is-
land: The Musical” sets sail for a
two-hour tour at Thousand Oaks'
Scherr Forum Theatre.

Occasional concessions to the
passage of time (“Can’t we vote
Gilligan off the island?”) may ad-
mittedly trouble purists. The big-
gest flashpoint will be headliner
Lee Meriwether's determinedly
un-ditzy reading of Mrs. Lovey Ho-
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Front: Matthew Kimbrough, Melissa Fahn; back: Grant Rosen, Gordon
Goodman, Lee Meriwether, Marshall Borden and Shea Alexander.

well—opting instead [or greedy
cunning equal to that of million-
aire Thurston (played by Meri-
wether's real-life spouse Marshall
Borden). Revisionist, but it works.
Where it counts, though, co-
creators Sherwood Schwartz (ex-

ecutive producer of the original se-
ries) and son Lloyd J. Schwartz
maintain scrupulous fidelity to the
inane spirit of their proud Gilligan
heritage. Skipper (Matthew Kim-
brough) still gets entangled in
slapstick stunts with his Little

Buddy, the Professor (Gordon
Goodman) still fashions rockets
out of coconuts, and Ginger (Shea
Alexander) vamps up a perfect
storm. Perry L. Brown appears as a
visiting extraterrestrial in a plot arc
that plays like a typical episode.

The breezy, workmanlike songs
by Laurence and Hope Juber (who
hail from the “Brady Bunch” wing
of the Schwartz creative stable)
prove serviceable but rarely in-
spired. If not for the courage of the
cast and crew, this musical would
be lost.

“Gilligan’s Island: The Musical,”
Scherr Forum Theatre at the Thou-
sand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, 2100 E.
Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand
Oaks. Wednesdays-Fridays, 8:30
p.m.; Saturdays, 2:30 and 8:30
p.m.; Sundays, 2:30 and 7:30 p.m.
Ends Aug. 26. $27-$31. (805) 449-
ARTS; or TicketMaster (805) 522-
8010 or (818) 986-2908. Running
time: 2 hours, 10 minutes.
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CORPUS CHRISTI

by TERRENCE MCNALLY

Thurs. - Sat. at 8PM  Sun at 3PM
LILLIAN THEATRE (310) 289-2999

www.curpuschristi}a.carn

Pa‘t:h hghts up the
"A truly wonderful play!” - mhe Toican
Donald MacKechnie's

MEETIN’Son e PORCH

Directed by Maria Gobetti
Starring: Kim LeBlanc, Karen Yarie Seigel, RarcdiLynne Wedman
Thu-5atBpm  www.thevictorytheatres.com

" - iy News

Liriee Vicrory Thearre  B18-841-5421

A Little
Night Music

By Stephen Sondheim & Hugh Wheeler
INTERACT Theatre Co. (818) 773-7662

SPEAK ENGLISH!!!

L.A. JEWISH THEATRE
presents the hilarious comedy

A PRIMARY
ENGLISH
CLASS

Written bysrael Horovitz
*H Non-Stop Laughter! Y
The Hollywood A! Theatre
Fri & Sat 8pm, Sun Tpm
(310) 967-1352

Gilligan’s Island
The Musical!

Gilligan, the Skipper, the Millionaire and his Wife,
the Movie Star, the Professor, and Mary Ann
Singing! Dancing!
Entertainment for the whole family!
August 8-26, 2001 Wed-Fri 8:30pm
Sat 2:30 & 8:30pm, Sun 2:30 & 7:30pm

Scherr Forum Theatre
2100 E. Thousand Oaks Bivd., Thousand Qaks
Ticketmaster: (213) 480-3232

e FINAL TWO WEEKS!

Mrs. Feuerstein

By celebrated playwright MURRAY MEDNICK
Yok drk CRITIC'S CHOICE! - 1A Times

"Mednick has 1t adevastatingly ¢
pmm‘luljm% lhein!ery

STEPHANIE ZIMBAL]ST

Rainmaker

¥ “First-rate cast! Zimbalist
gives a bravura performance!” - 14 Zimes
"Excellent! A Gem!" -Ventura County Star
“Zimbalistsparkles!" -ShowMag.com
Rubicon Theatre of Ventura
Tickets: (805) 667-2900
Memtion Code R’ and save $3 per licket
For hotel packages call
Pierpont Inn at (800) 285-4667

workings ofthe psyche..."” - Varety
“Maria O'Brien delivers a towering
and protean performance!” . LA Times

"Roxanne Rogers' staging is
beautifully emphatic!" - 5:3 Stage West

*k Last 2 Shows! Aug. 18 & 19 %%

The Scarecrow

& "Transcendent!” ® &A%
CRFTIC S CHOICE! - LA Times
Pacific Resident Theatre 310-822-8392

Through Aug 25th  Thurs-Sun 8pm

or (805) 533-8700 2100 Sa. Fr. Tueatre (323)692-2652
HAIR My Htalian Cafe
p 3 a new comedy by Rick Pagano
The American Tribal Love-RockMusical | vy oce Cafe / Theatre / Jazz
THE COAST PLAYHOUSE 6320 Santa Monica Bivd.
(310) 289-2999 CLOSES AUGUST 26™

* See the real thing! *

TENNESSEE WILLIAMS'
27 WAGONS..andMore

Directed by Avner Garbi
Fri & Sal Bpm, Sun TJpm  Aug. 17 - Sept. 23
Egyptian Arena Theatre 310-289-2999

(323) 402-1224 x.1876

Inflammatory...

The Burning House

Three new one-acts by David Sauvage
Thurs-Sat 8pm, SunTpm  Thru Sept. 30th
Complex Theatre 6476 Santa Monica Bivd.

"Gales of Laughter!l” - t4 Tines

Late Nite Catechism
by Vicki Quade & Maripat Donovan

Fri 8pm, Sat 8pm, Sun 3pm
Upstairs at the Coronet Theatre

¥ CRITIC'S CHOICE! -1 4 7in=s ¥

Avenue
s o
Fom'lr?aln Tol'!ljeatre 3;35“1) ﬁlEJ; FIZS

(310) 208-7980 368 N. La Cienega  1-877-FUNNY NUN
ozt | EMONADE

Male Bonding, Sexism, True Love

Starring
MAXWELL CAULFIELD & HEATHERTOM
Tamarind Theatre
Now thru September 16 only!
Fo (323) 655-TKTS (8587) *+

Yok CRITIC'S CHOICE! 44 Times
Jdck A Pick of the Week! -£4 Weekly
“Spellbinding! Inspired!"” -xcrw
Orson Welles returns to Hollywood!
The Smash Hit production of

ORSON’S
SHADOW

By Austin Pendleton
Transfers to The TIFFANY THEATER
Aug 9 - Sept. 2 ONLY
For tickets call: (310)289-2999

FUNNY! HIT! MUSICAL!

about growing up at 60

Susskind, Joy Claussen, Ardene Golonka, Bridget
Hanley, Robert Pine, Reni Santoni, David Spielberg

Fri-Sat
Shem

Fof Half Price Tickets, ga to...Www.thgatrela. \0rg
ACncperatr\re Venture of TheatreLAandthe -

Mitzi Gaynor: "Greal Shaw. s Bro un\'ma Brd!*
Jerry (Aspirin & Elephants) & Steve Mayer's

“YOU HAVEN’T
CHANGED A BIT,
AND OTHERLIES.”

Directed by Caroline McWilliams
2 All-Star Casts: Maria Adams, Jenwifer Dariing,
Steve Franken, Diane Hurley, Peter Jason, Steve

aneﬁreTl'laalre

Sun3&7:
1
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